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SUBJECT: EC AND AGRICULTURAL TARIFFS 
ACTION STR 

1 . DURING TARIFF GROUP MEETING JULY 7, DEPUTY HEAD OF 
EC DEL (ABOTT) MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS IN PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION WITH CULBERT SHORTLY AFTER US RESPONSE TO 
EC FORMAL INTRODUCTION OF ITS TARIFF FORMULA. WE 

HAVE NO REASON TO THINK THESE VIEWS REFLECT ANYTHING 
MORE THAN ABBOTT'S PERSONAL VIEWS AND WE ACCORDINGLY 
REQUEST PROTECTION OF HIM AS SOURCE. CONTEST IN 
WHICH REMARKS TOOK PLACE WAS ABOTT'S EVIDENT 
FRUSTRATION AND CONCERN ABOUT CONTINUED US EC 
IMPASSE ON AGRICULTURE AND RISKS THIS POSED FOR AGREEMENT 
ON TARIFF-CUTTING FORMULA. 

2. ABBOTT SAID SEPARATION OF INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MTNGE 05460 092235Z 

IN EC COMMISSION OPERATIONS IS SO COMPLETE THAT EC 
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TARIFF FORMULA INTRODUCED INTO MTN JULY 7 HAD 
NOT BEEN COORDINATED WITH OR EVEN DISCUSSED WITH DG VI 
(AGRICULTURAL DIRECTORATE). HE DREW OUR ATTENTION 
TO FACT NO ONE FROM DG VI WAS IN ATTENDANCE AT TARIFF 
MEETING. ABBOTT REGRETTED THAT THE PRACTICE 
OF NON-COMMUNICATION BETWEEN DG I AND VI HAS CONTINUED 
AFTER GALLAGHER TOOK OVER DG I. ABBOTT SAID HE DID 
NOT THINK US COULD EXPECT ANYTHING MORE FORTH- 
COMING FROM EC IN TARIFF GROUP ABOUT AGRICULTURAL TARIFFS 
THAN LUYTEN'S COMMENT THAT AG TARIFFS CAN BE DISCUSSED 
IN GROUP AGRICULTURE. ABBOTT WENT ON TO SAY HE HAD NO 
IDEA WHAT EC (DG VI) WOULD SAY IN GROUP AGRICULTURE ABOUT 
REDUCING AG TARIFFS EVEN IF US TOOK EC UP ON IT AND. 

WITH NON-COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TWO DIRECTORATES, HE HAD 
NO WAY TO FIND OUT. ABBOTT SUGGESTED ONLY WAY TO 
FIND OUT IS FOR US TO ASK EC EITHER BILATERALLY 
OR FORMALLY INGROUP AGRICULTURE. HE SUGGESTED 
TWO POSSIBLE WAYS FO STARTING A DIALOG: ONE COULD BE 
US NOTIFICATION OF EC AG TARIFF BARRIERS UNDER THE AGREE# 

"OTHER PRODUCTS" PROCEDURE IN GROUP AGRICULTURE; THE OTHER 
COULD BE A "REQUEST/OFFER" PROCEDURE ON AG PRODUCTS IN 
GROUP AGRICULTURE. RE LATTER. ABBOTT 
CONSIDERED IT IMPROBABLE THAT EC COULD BE INDUCED 
TO APPLY TO AG PRODUCTS ANY PARTICULAR TARIFF-CUTTING 
FORMULA ADOPTED IN TARIFF GROUP BUT HE DID NOT COSIDER 
IT OUT OF THE REALM OF POSSIBILITY THAT THE EC WOULD 
BE WILLING TO MAKE CUTS IN AG TARIFFS (WITH EXCEPTIONS, 

OF COURSE) COMPARABLE IN DEPTH OF CUT TO THE RESULTS 
THAT WOULD BE ACHIEVED ON INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS VIA THE 
EC'S OWN FORMULA FOR INDUSTRY. LACEY (UK) 

VOLUNTEERED SOME EXPECTATION IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION 
WITH ME TODAY. 

3. CULBERT LIMITED HIS COMMENTS TO OBSERVATION THAT THESE 
SUGGESTIONS, WHILE INTERESTING, SEEMED TO REQUIRE US TO 
"GIVE UP" AND ACCEPT EC POSITION THAT AG BARRIERS CAN ONLY 
BE DISCUSSED IN GROUP AGRICULTURE WHICH, AS ABBOTT 
KNEW, WOULD BE CONTRARY TO LEGISLATIVE MANDATE UNDER WHICH 
US OPERATING. PURSUING POINT ABBOTT HAD MADE ABOUT 
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POSSIBLE BILATERAL US-EC CONTACT ON AG TARIFFS. CULBERT 
ASKED IF ABBOTT THOUGHT EC(DG VI) WOULD STALL OR BRUSH 
ASIDE ANY US EXPRESSION OF INTEREST UNTIL AFTER US 
ELECTIONS AND /OR UNTIL NEW EC COMMISSIONERS TAKE OFFICE 
NEXT JANUARY. ABBOTT SAID NO, HE DIDN'T THINK A US 
OVERTURE WOULD BE REBUFFED .WALKER 

NOTE BY OC/T: # AS RECEIVED. 
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